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Knowledge of integrated weed management practices by
the farmersin Marathwada region
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ABSTRACT : The present study was conducted in Marathwada region of Maharashtra state. Present study was carried out in
randomly selected Parbhani district. Four tal ukas was selected purposely from Parbhani district by considering highest areaand
production of the soybean crop namely viz., Purana, Palam, Parbhani and Gangakhed. Three villages from each taluka were
selected randomly, thus, the makel2 villages were selected for study. Ten respondents were selected from each village with the
help of those who have cultivating soybean crop on his farm was selected randomly. Thus, the total 120 respondents were
selected for the study. The major soybean crops selected for study because soybean crop is infested by number of weeds like
Shippi (Echinochloa crus-galli ), Kena (Commelina benghalensis), Dudhi (Euhorbia spp.), Hazardani (phyllanthus niruri),
Nagarmotha (Cyperus rotundus), Hariyali (Cynodon dactylon) etc. which causes loss of farmer upto 40 to 60 per cent inyield,
weeds in soybean can be effectively controlled by using integrated weed management practices. Thus, the study was conducted
for considering the problem of weed control in soybean crop. Ex-post facto research design was used for present study. The data
were collected with the hel p of personal interview method with the help of interview schedule. Itisrevealed Table 1 that 69.17 per
cent of the respondents were from medium farming experience, 45 per cent respondent were educated upto secondary (middle)
school level, 35.83 per cent had small sizeland holding (upto 2 ha), 89.17 per cent of the respondents engaged in only agriculture,
78.34 per cent of therespondentswerefrom mediumincomei.e. (Rs. 77103 to 409000) group, 50.84 per cent of the respondents had
medium social participation, 62.50 per cent of the respondents used medium sources of information, 59.17 per cent of the
respondents had medium extension contact, 59.17 per cent of the respondents had medium level of market orientation, 61.67 per
cent, of the respondents had medium level of risk orientation and 62.50 per cent of the respondents had medium level of
knowledge.Education, land holding, occupation, annual income, sources of information, extension contact and market orientation
and risk orientation had significant relationship with adoption of integrated weed management practices.
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